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I begin this essay with a Rumi thought:  

The lamps are different, 
But the Light is the same. 

So many garish lamps in the dying brain’s lamp shop, 
Forget about them. 
Concentrate on essence, concentrate on Light. 
In lucid bliss, calmly smoking off its own holy fire, 

The Light streams toward you from all things, 
All people, all possible permutations of good, evil, 
thought, passion. 

The lamps are different, 
But the Light is the same. 

One matter, one energy, one Light, one Light-mind, 
Endlessly emanating all things. 

One turning and burning diamond, 
One, one, one. 

Ground yourself, strip yourself down 
To blind loving silence. 
Stay there, until you see 
You are gazing at the Light 
With its own ageless eyes. 

 With this beautiful example of Rumi’s mind in 
my mind, I am called back to this appreciation: ”There is 
only One,” which has resonated within for almost all of 
my 85 years. An early memory comes from  1939, when 
we began to summer with my paternal Grandmother 
who lived in the Eastern Adirondacks. She invited me to 
listen to her read scripture every Sunday morning, 
starting with the Book of Genesis. I accepted the invita-
tion, and when she read the Garden of Eden story, I said 
to myself, “That’s wrong… a loving Father would never 
punish his children like that.” I kept that observation to 
myself until just recently, sensing its potential to offend, 
and without any need to argue the point.  
 My father’s older sister gave me a subscription 
to The Junior Literary Guild that year, and when Margue-

rite de Angeli’s Thee Hannah arrived in 1940, I found my-
self in alignment with the Quaker belief that there is “that 
of God” in everyone, that ”One turning and burning  dia-
mond, one, one, one.” 
 I have been sensitive to the appearance of the 
“One” ever since. Quite a few gifted humans have ap-
peared in my life, and I would like to share the percep-
tions of four as invitations to find your own way through 
the beauty of their minds: Nanci L. Danison, Krista Tip-
pett, John O’Donohue, and Peter Kingsley. “Why?” you 
may well ask. We are entering a time of evolutionary 
change of such magnitude that evokes a pervasive fear 
and its associated anger and hostility. Our old belief sys-
tems aren’t working well… they are crumbling into dust, 
and human creativity being as powerful as ever, the lights 
of the new civilization appear in the dust of the old… al-
ready.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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Listen and Witness 
 —Richard Lawrance  

"Listen to the song of my heart, 
Listen to the song of my heart. 
Listen to my heart-song, 
Listen to my heart-song. 
Listen to the song of my heart. 
 
 Witness the beauty of my dance. 
Witness the beauty of my dance. 
Witness my beauty-dance. 
Witness my beauty-dance. 
Witness the beauty of my dance. 
 
 Listen to the cry of my soul. 
Listen to the cry of my soul. 
Listen to my soul-cry. 
Listen to my soul-cry. 
Listen to the cry of my soul." 
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Hope is the certainty that 
something makes sense, 
regardless of how it turns out. 
                Vá cláv Hável 

Now the fields as well as the 
imagination are growing ever 
more empty and poor. If this 
era survives itself and does 
not either blow up the earth 
or poison it totally, I feel sure 
that there will be a massive 
return to belief in the invisible 
world. In the future there will 
be the ability to tune into the 
spirit of a particular area and 
sense spiritually what that 
place has seen and experi-
enced in its time.            

(from John O’Donohue’s Four 
Elements, p. 24)  

 Ancient giants such as Rumi saw our potential. My experience of John 
O’Donohue’s giant-nature genius dates back 21 years to when I read his 
Anam Cara (Harper Collins; 1st Edition October 21, 1998). It was an immedi-
ate international best seller, calling out to the spiritual nature of everything. 
The title is Gaelic, meaning “soul friend… one whose presence is as important 
to the spiritual being of the individual as it is for the body to have a 
head” (O’Donohue in a Sounds True recording of Anam Cara). He published a 

CD through Sounds True called The Divine Imagination, which presented 
the concept that there is only one such imagination and everything is 
its product. His YouTube interview with Krista Tippett called “The Inner 
Landscape of Beauty” will introduce the two of them: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=rZYWIW1Kjio. Krista Tippett’s gift of On Being 
examines "animating questions at the center of human life: What does it 
mean to be human, and how do we want to live?” For me, she explores the 
reality of the One that is everything. 
 Nanci Danison is an accomplished lawyer who died from an abnormal 
reaction to pre-op medication, went to the other side of the “veil” into the 
presence of Source, and cried out that she had to go back and tell humans 
what she had seen. Source sent her back into her body… intact and whole! 
There’s a fascinating account of this in her book, Backwards, Returning to the 
Source for Answers (A.P. Lee & Co., Ltd. 2007).  She, too, like O’Donohue, 
sees that everything is the product of what she calls “The Divine Imagina-
tion”… same words… same meaning… ten years apart(!). 
 Peter Kingsley has helped me greatly in my appreciation of the one-
ness of everything. He is another prophetic human light, alive and well in our 
time(s). I invite you to visit him in this essay he wrote with his wife, Maria, 
that Parabola published: As Far As Longing Can Reach  (Parabola vol. XXXI/2, 
Summer 2006, pp. 56-59). I end this essay with this description of Peter that 
can be found in https://peterkingsley.org/about-peter-kingsley/ .  

“Peter Kingsley is the rarest of treasures in our midst. He brings 
the mystic’s heart, an amazing first-hand experience in the deepest 
wisdom traditions, to a scholarship which is impeccable. His work 
and his discoveries change the way we are in this world today, 
change our relationship with our religion, change our relationship 
with our hearts, our bodies, our souls and our life.” 

                         —Rev. Cynthia Bourgeault 
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